
A
Y

R
A

D
V

O
C

A
T

E
W

ed
,

A
p

r
13

,
11

T
H

E
A

Y
R

A
D

V
O

C
A

T
E

E
d

:
U

n
it

:
R

eg
n

1C
o

u
p

le
:

C
o

lo
u

r:
Y

M
C

K
P

ag
e:

1

+

+

N
O

T
E

S
:

Est. 1897 The Burdekin’s Community Newspaper 145 Edwards Street, Ayr, 4807 Email:ayr@nqn.newsltd.com.au

PHONE: (07) 4783 2277 Wednesday, April 13, 2011 $1.00 including GST

Race Day
excitement

Urgent
call for

volunteers

Hens’ six
selected for

Stingers
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INSIDE TODAY . . .

PCYC doors
open up to
local youth

Centrelink’s Paula Mellon (left) and Max Employment’s Kathleen Carew gave out career advice to Air Force cadet, Tamika Shand (AAFC), Luisa
Schossland and Chloe Webber (AAFC).

By JEANETTE GARVEY

YOUTHSof theBurdekinwere

flyinghighonSaturdaywith the

doors to thenewPolice-Citizens

YouthClub (PCYC)proudly flung

opento thepublic.

Withanarrayofentertainment,

demonstrationsand information

availableduringaspecialYouth

Expo, thenewmillion-dollar facility,

which isbeingofficiallyopenedat

10amtodaybyStateMinister for

CommunityServices,Housingand

Women,KarenStruthers,has

receivedapositive response.

‘‘It’s great tobe inAyr tocelebrate

thewonderfulwork thathasbeen

goingonat theservice centreand

thegreat resource thathasbeen

developed,’’MsStruthers said.

‘‘Theservicehub isgoing tobea

realasset for theregionandthe

government is looking forward to

theongoingsuccess integrated

youthservicesdeliver inAyrand

aroundtheBurdekinregion.’’

Continued, Page 2

Lucky youth
in safe home

YOUTH Homelessness Matters –
while the majority of Burdekin
youth can count themselves
lucky to have a family and safe
place to call ‘‘home’’, others are
less fortunate.
With the official recognition of Youth Homelessness
Matters Day last week (April 6), it was a timely reminder
that of the 105,000 people who are homeless on any
given night in Australia, almost half are under 25 years of
age.
Burdekin Community Association’s co-ordinator of
housing and community support, Seanne O’Shea
admitted the figures were grim, however, they were
mainly based on high instances in metropolitan cities.

JEANETTE GARVEY reports Page 5
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HARRY’S VIEW . . .

The Advocate
Printed and published by the proprietor

The Lower Burdekin Newspaper Company Pty Ltd
ACN 010 191 367

of 145 Edwards St, Ayr and printed at Flinders St West
Recommended and maximum retail price only

Responsibility for editorial comments in the publication
is taken by the Editor, 145 Edwards St, Ayr

Letters to the editor and txt to the editor of The Advocate are submitted
on the condition that The North Queensland Newspaper Company
Limited, as publisher of The Advocate, may edit and has the right to, and
licence third parties to, reproduce in electronic form and communicate
these letters
ADVERTISING DEADLINES are: display (bookings 10.30am
Monday for Wednesday, copy 4pm Monday for Wednesday;
bookings 10.30am Wednesday for Friday, copy 4pm Wednesday
for Friday); classifieds (10am Tuesday for Wednesday; 10am
Thursday for Friday)
EDITORIAL DEADLINES are noon Monday for Wednesday and
noon Wednesday for Friday
Letters to the editor should be concise (no more than 200 words),
and clearly typed or neatly handwritten. Correspondents should also
include their full name, address and a contact telephone number for
verification. Letters may be edited
The Advocate welcomes all pictures of local interest. To ensure the
best quality reproduction of your images either drop in a picture to
our front desk in Edwards St or email image at 150dpi 600KB-
1000KB to ayr@nqn.newsltd.com.au

LETTER–
Modifying exhausts
THIS isanopen letter to themajorityof the
ownersofmodifiedvehicles, particularly the
NissanPatrolutes.

I believeyour selfishactofmodifying the
exhaustsof theautomobiles isablightonour
community.

Thepeaceandquietof this town is ruinedby the
incessantnoise thatyouare inflictingoneveryone.

I canunderstandthatpeoplehavepride in their
purchaseandwish to standout fromthecrowd
however, themodificationsaffectsusall.

Ihavesmall childrenwhoareconstantlywoken
fromsleepby thesuddenaccelerationby these
vehicles.

It ishorrific andconstant.
It is about timethedrivers,whoIwillmakea

sweepingstatementandsay theyareyoungmales,
firstlydrivewithabitmorecareandsecondly,
thinkhowyourpatheticattemptatprovingyour
manhood, is affecting thosearoundyou.

Growup.
Annoyed resident.

(Name and address supplies)

Threat from noxious fish
Invasive species found breeding in fresh and salt water

Tilapia which was found inside a flathead fish, caught in the Burdekin’s salt
waterways.

By ALYCIA PARK

PEST fish, tilapia, is infesting Burde-
kin waterways, alarming a local
restocker, who claimed the noxious
species threatens to annihilate native
fish and their habitats.

RenownedasoneofAustralia’sworst
introduced pests, tilapia is capable of
devastating entire freshwater environ-
ments.

Burdekin Fish Restocking Associ-
ation member, Alan Griggs said the
gate has been opened to allow for the
invasive species to breed in both the
Burdekin’s fresh and salt waterways.

Declaring the fish as ‘‘the cane toad
of our waterways’’, Mr Griggs told The
Advocate that of nearly 85 kilograms of
flathead processed, 2.5 kilograms of
tilapia was pulled from the gut, in the
last few days.

The retai ler , whose fish are
predominantly caught at the front of
Wunjunga Beach, said of the dozen of
flathead and salmon filleted on Mon-
day, 720 grams of tilapia were found
inside.

The species were also found inside
the gut of barramundi, with Mr Griggs
saying native fish were ‘‘choc-a-block’’
full of them recently.

‘‘To find them right out on the beach
was quite a shock and in the numbers,
it’s phenomenal,’’ Mr Griggs said.

‘‘In the past, I have seen the odd one

in the Burdekin River and also in
Cungulla Beach, but I thought it was a
one-of.

‘‘I was quite surprised because, A.
wherewe caught them is saltwater and
t h e f i s h i s t h o u g h t t o b e a
predominantly a freshwater species.

‘‘Itwas the first time therehasbeena
bulk of them.’’

According toMrGriggs, the aggress-
ive fish has been confirmed in the
waterways ofCungulla,Barratta,Plan-
tation, Phillips andHell Hole creeks, as

well as the Burdekin River and Alva
and Wunjunga beaches.

He also alleged they had even been
found floating in drains outside Ayr
State High School. ‘‘Nelson’s Lagoon is
full of them,’’ he said.

Calling on the Fisheries to lift the
ban on the pest fish,MrGriggs said the
tilapia shouldhaveno size or bag limits.

‘‘They taste good so let the people eat
them.

‘‘For every person who catches them,
it’s one less that breeds.’’

Concerned at their rapid rate of
breeding,MrGriggs said it was import-
ant for fishermen to keep stocking
rates high to keep tilapia out of our
waterways.

‘‘When theDPI electrofished the dis-
trict last year, they found only one in
the whole of Sheepstation Creek, be-
cause the lagoon is so ful l of
barramundi, they wiped the tilapia all
out.’’

However, with the pest fish now
spreading into the salty waters off
Wunjunga and Alva beaches, Mr
Griggs said it is too late to control them.

‘‘There is nothing to stop them, they
will just keep marching south. They
will take whatever environment they
can grab.

‘‘They threaten the dugongs at the
bottomofUpstartBaybecause theyeat
the weeds and algae,’’ he added.

tilapia was discovered in 2004 in a
Burdekin tributary,KeelbottomCreek.

Illegally imported into Australia as
aquarium fish more than 25 years ago,
Tilapia were soon introduced into
north Queensland dams as a way of
controlling weeds and mosquitoes.

Spreadbyhumanhand, the fishhave
deliberately or unwittingly been intro-
duced into a series of tropical water-
ways, such as Townsville’s Ross River.

PCYC doors open up to local youth
Continued from Page 1

Mayor Lyn McLaughlin said the
official opening of the new youth
centre would herald the begin-
ningof anewera for youth in the
Burdekin.
‘‘This facility is going to make

itmucheasier for our young resi-
dents to access services and ac-
tivities,’’ she said.
‘‘It will be a one-stop shop for

permanent and visiting youth
services, as well as a place where
young people can go for sport,
activities and entertainment.
‘‘The centre will also be a great

asset to the wider community in
that it provides uswith amodern
venue for meetings and confer-
ences.’’
Two rooms at themulti-tenant

service centre have already been
named with Cr Pierina Dalle
Cort moving at a recent Burde-

kin Shire Council meeting for
the function room to be named
in honour of missing Ayr police
sergeant, Mick Isles and a meet-
ing room is to be named after
Pastor Len Robinson.
The motion , which was

seconded by Cr Lou Loizou and
supported by councillors, called
for the naming in honour of
Senior Sergeant Mick Isles ‘‘for
his work and involvement in the
Youth Network Group in the
Burdekin’’ and the honouring of
Pastor Len Robinson ‘‘who was
instrumental in initiating the
PCYC movement in the Burde-
kin’’.
Council played a lead role in

establishing the youth centre,
which was funded through a
$1.05 million grant from the
Queensland Department of
Communities Blueprint for the

Bush program.

Designed by Jon Kuskopf and
Associates (now i4architecture),
the facility was constructed by
Ayr firm, Malas Constructions.

‘‘The centre is already being
used for zumba and church ser-
vices. The PCYC has also re-
ceived expressions of interest
from groups wanting to hold
bingo, senior citizens fitness
classes, judo and taekwondo at
the facility,’’ CrMcLaughlin said.

The new centre adjoins the
BurdekinBasketball Stadiumon
the corner of Macmillan and
Little Drysdale streets, Ayr.

The PCYC took over the man-
agement of both facilities in
March, with the first blue light
disco for primary-aged children
planned for Friday, May 6.

READERS of The Advocate are encouraged to
express their views on the things that are hap-
pening in the Burdekin district or onwider issues
affecting this area.

Letters canbe abrief comment ona subject – or
an extended view on what is happening, up to
about 300 words. ‘Letters’ to the Editor should be
addressed to P.O. Box 969, Ayr, Qld 4807 or
emailed to ayr@nqn.newsltd.com.au . All contri-
butions should carry the full name of the writer,
residential address and daytime phone number.

Red Cross
training for
Burdekin
volunteers
ANoverwhelming
response inNorth
Queenslandtocalls for
RedCrossemergency
servicevolunteershas
resulted ina training
sessionbeingorganised
inAyronWednesday,
May18.

RedCrossemergency
services co-ordinator,
LianaRocconsaidmore
than650newvolunteers
havebeenrecruited
acrossQueenslandso far
thisyear.

‘‘SinceDecember3000
RedCrosspeople, staff
andvolunteersassisted
more than27,000people
affectedby floods,
cyclonesand firesacross
Australia,’’MsRoccon
said.

‘‘InQueenslandalone,
RedCrossassisted15,000
flood-affectedpeople in
evacuationcentres.We
owean incredibledebt to
thesepeople.

‘‘Providingpersonal
supportduring
emergenciesand
managingevacuation
centresare twoof the
most important services
providedbyRedCross
volunteers in
Queensland,’’ shesaid.

‘‘Emergencies can
strikeatanytimeand it is
vital forRedCross to
have trainedvolunteers
onhandtosupport their
local communities.’’

ToensureRedCross
support servicesare
deliveredsafely,
consistentlyand
effectively,MsRoccon
said itwasessential that
all their volunteerswere
registered, trainedand
organisedprior toan
emergencyevent.

Toattend the training
course, phone1800 733 111
or sendanemail toRed
Crossat
qldemergencyvolunteer-
s@redcross.org.au .
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